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Differentiated Lesson Plan

Learning Goals or Standards to be addressed:
Preparing and writing a script (descriptive & informative writing) to present learning in Social Studies.

K Students will know (facts, dates, definitions, rules, people, and places)

The order of the methods of communication and the origins of each.  

1) Overland Mail Route, 2) The Pony Express, 3) The Telegraph.

U Students will understand (big, ideas, principles, generalizations, rules, the “point” of the discipline or topic within the discipline) the risks/pitfalls and benefits of each of the three and what it would have been like to be a 1) driver, 2) rider, 3) operator.  

D Students will be able to(skills of literacy,numeracy,communication,thinking,planning,production:start with a verb such as ;describe, explain, show, compare ,synthesize ,analyze, apply, construct, or solve) Answer interview questions (that they created) realistically as if they were in those roles.  This can be done: newspaper article style, blog entry, television news report interview style.

Think about the students for whom you are planning this lesson. What kind of differentiation best meets their needs? Readiness? Interest? Learning Profile?                                                                                                   
	Differentiation strategy (process, content, product)
	Grouping Strategy



	Group according to interest or learning style.

	Process & product are different.  Content is somewhat different. 




How will the needs of students with disabilities be addressed?

+ Roles for different students (teacher-selected)

+ Groups for scaffolding

+ Teacher availability/ check-in

+ Multiple materials

+ Individual explanation/re-explanation for students who cannot easily listen to whole-class instruction.

Describe the specific learning activities?  

Products: Blog entry, newspaper article, television anchor.

Roles: Driver, Rider, Operator

Describe how this lesson has changed from when you did it before?

Before: Writing the questions/answers as a part of other reading checkpoint questions to check reading comprehension.  Possibly a writing activity.

Assess your plan. Where might you run into trouble carrying out the differentiation in this lesson?      Lack of interest, grouping problems.

How will you give directions for different versions of the task? 

Display written instructions on interactive whiteboard while explaining orally.  
Will you tell the students the lesson is differentiated?  I’m open to explaining something along the lines of “Your activity has been specially chosen for you and what I see that you like/need today.” 

What will you do if some students or groups finish early?  

Fast finishers, read, unfinished work.

If necessary, how will you get students into groups efficiently? How will you get them back to a whole-class configuration? Use interactive whiteboard.

How will you know if today’s lesson “worked”? What will you watch for? How will you use what happens in this lesson to improve the next day’s instruction?  I’ll observe student interactions to check for on-topic v. off-topic discussion and observe student enthusiasm & interest.  Problems/issues that arise will be addressed.

