Teacher Name ___Ms. Simmeth____
 
Grade level ___8__________________________

School ___Mission Dolores School___
       
Subject___Social Studies_______________


Differentiated Lesson Plan 

Learning Goals or Standards to be addressed:

CA Social Studies Standards:

8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy. 

K Students will know (facts, dates, definitions, rules, people, places):  Intolerable Acts, Boston Tea Party, Boston Massacre, Paul Revere's Ride, Lexington & Concord, George Washington, Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, Declaration of Independence, Battle of Bunkers Hill, Guerrilla Warfare,  Battle of Yorktown, Treaty of Paris

U Students will understand (big, ideas, principles, generalizations, rules, the “point” of the discipline or topic within the discipline): That the United States of America became an independent nation as a result of the focused effort of individual leaders and groups of citizens who fought for their basic human rights as defined according to philosophical and moral principles stemming from Enlightenment thinking; and that as modern-day Americans, we have the right and the duty to continue that tradition of political engagement and activism in the name of human rights and self-determination.

D Students will be able to (skills of literacy,numeracy,communication,thinking,planning,production:start with a verb such as describe, explain, show, compare ,synthesize ,analyze, apply, construct, or solve): Explain the major events leading up to the American Revolutionary War; Identify major leaders and thinkers involved in the American Revolution and explain their contributions to American victory; Analyze American vs. British warfare strategy and how this contributed to American victory; Explain  major reasons for American victory in the American Revolution despite apparent disadvantages; Explain the major outcomes of the American Revolutionary War and the Treaty of Paris

Think about the students for whom you are planning this lesson. What kind of differentiation best meets their needs? Readiness? Interest? Learning Profile?                                                                                                   

	Differentiation strategy (process, content, product)
	Grouping Strategy



	Differentiating process and product according to Learning Profile (Multiple Intelligences/Interests)


	Teacher-assigned groups based on Learner Profile cards (grouped by similar Multiple Intelligence Preferences/Interests)


How will the needs of students with disabilities be addressed?

Teacher scaffolding

Interaction/redirection with groups as needed

Strategic grouping of low/high students

Describe the specific learning activities.

Students will work with a group to create a product of their choice from several teacher-created options to demonstrate their understanding of the causes of the American Revolution.  Students will present their project to the class.

Describe how this lesson has changed from when you did it before? Previously,  I would assess student learning through a traditional multiple choice/essay test. Students would respond to questions from the textbook, complete a teacher-created study guide, play a review game, and then take the test.  Instead, this alternative assessment strategy allows students to choose their best method of demonstrating their learning and understanding of social studies concepts.

Assess your plan

Where might you run into trouble carrying out the differentiation in this lesson?

1) Student resistance to teacher-assigned groupings

2) “Volume control” with 33 students working in groups

3) Assuring time-on-task vs socializing in groups

4) Ability to assist with all groups as much as necessary

5) Reinforcing expectations of quality work and depth of understanding vs “glitter”

How will you give directions for different versions of the task? Will you color-code task cards or assignment sheets? Audio-record directions?

Assignment sheets give standard directions for the entire group along with details for each project choice.  Go over directions and project choices with full class, then check in with individual groups about project choice and expectations.

Will you tell the students the lesson is differentiated? If so, how? If not, why not?

Yes; I explained that students were grouped according to their Learner Profiles in order to be able to work to their best ability on a project that would best allow them to demonstrate their learning.

What will you do if some students or groups finish early?

Provide options:

1) Practice presentations

2) Extension on areas of interest

3) Potential extra credit work

If necessary, how will you get students into groups efficiently? How will you get them back to a whole-class configuration?

Groups are assigned a number; groups will be announced at the start of the first work session, and students are expected to move into groups quickly and quietly.  Students move back into whole-class configuration at a predetermined time and on the teacher's signal (clapping pattern).

How will you know if today’s lesson “worked”? What will you watch for? How will you use what happens in this lesson to improve the next day’s instruction?

1) Project presentations will be graded with a rubric

2) Students will evaluate each others' presentations

3) Students will evaluate the effectiveness of the alternative assessment method and their grouping arrangement/partners


